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Quarterly meeting
Sunday March 6, 2016

Crook County History Center 1:00 P.M.

The Spring quarterly meeting for the Crook County Historical Society will be held at the Crook County History
Center on Sunday March 6, 2016.  The meeting will begin with a potluck dinner at 1:00 P.M.  Please bring your
own place setting.  All members and the general public are welcome to attend.  Members please bring a guest.  This
meeting is traditionally dedicated to Crook County Pioneer Queens.

FEATURED PROGRAM
Ready for a Hot Time in the Old Town

A Jazz Revival
Performed by

Prineville Hot Five

Entertainment for the quarterly
meeting will be a musical
extravaganza presented by the local
group Prineville Hot Five.  Band
members are local musicians that
have teamed up to bring happy, feel
good and dance music to the local
scene.  Come and enjoy the rousing
good time music and celebrate the
honoring of our current and past
pioneer queens.
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Advertisement from 1887 Ochoco Review

President’s Corner
Dear Members:

I would like to start by thanking everyone for reelecting me to the board. It is a very
rewarding board to serve on.  Denise Reinhart was also reelected and Mary Albert, Pioneer Queen
for 2014, was elected.  I would like to thank Mike Wright and Casey Kaiser for running.  

The Board also held an election of officers they are as follows: 
Ruthie McKenzie, President

Carrie Gordon, Vice President
Sharon Vail, Secretary
Jerry Brummer, Treasurer

Kudos to Jan Anderson for her invaluable service on the board the last six years.  You will
be missed, Jan.

The Quarterly meeting will be March 6th and will celebrate the Pioneer Queens.  Please join us to pay our respects
to these amazing women during Women's History Month as well as some good food and great music.

Other activities at the Museum include Fashion Fridays(check out the window display),  an exhibit for Women's
History Month, and an Historical Tea March 25th at 2 P.M..  Bring your favorite teacup and share its provenance with
everyone.  Unfortunately, attendance at the tea will be limited so please R.S.V.P by calling the Museum 541-447-3715.  And
finally, please mark your calendar for the May lecture series.  They are amazing.

Hope to see you at the Museum.

Ruthie
Ruthie McKenzie
President
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MEMORIALS SINCE NOVEMBER 6, 2015

Nancy Mordhorst
by Gene and JacqueWheeler
    William and Janet Walker

Mary (Demaris) Wilson
by Steve Lent and  Barbara Fontaine
     Frances Juris

Ronald Quant
by Nadeane Silbernagel

Orval McCullough
by Barbara Groff
     Jerry & Eloise Brummer
     Steve Lent and  Barbara Fontaine
     Louise Condron
     Forest & MaryAnn Carbaugh
     Howard & Darlene Anderson
     Gordon Gillespie
     Mary Albert
     Grace Bannon
     Alan & Shirley Jacobs
     Rock & Lila Gerke
     Wanda Schnabele
     Robert & Pauline Fielder
     Shirley McCullough
     Kenneth & Annette Kuehn
     Frances Juris
     Bill & Donna McCormack
     Rodney & Patricia Moore
     Naida Miller
     Terry Holtzapple

Elsie (Noble) Peeler
by Joyce Peeler Clark

Pam Campbell
by  Forest & MaryAnn Carbaugh
     Jerry & Eloise Brummer
     Shirley McCullough
     Naida Miller
     Louise Condron

John Gage
by Jerry & Eloise Brummer
     Shirley McCullough
     Naida Miller
     Terry Holtzapple

Barry Groff
by Scott Smith

Bob Ervin
by Scott Smith

Don Gore
by Scott Smith

Bob Schifferer
by Scott Smith

Kay Garrison
by Scott Smith

Pat Miller
by Scott Smith

Pat Bell
by Scott Smith

Doug Woodward
by Scott Smith

Keith Snyder
by Scott Smith 

Jim Smith
by Scott Smith
     Don & Helene Geer

Diana Edwards
by Scott Smith

Tibor Rubin
by Tim Pilcher & Linda Evans

George Sakato
by Tim Pilcher & Linda Evans

Marcus Klingberg
by Tim Pincher & Linda Evans

Adele Ray “Andy” Lewis
by Susan Fischer

Carl Weaver
by Don & Helene Geer

Jim Minturn
by Don & Helene Geer

Tom McKenzie
by Don & Helene Geer

J B Cox
by Don & Helene Geer

Marilyn Lewis
by Naida Miller

Spring Historical Tour

The Spring historical tour will be on June
11, 2016.  We will be visiting several
cemeteries in Crook County.  Included in
the tour will be Roberts, Barnes, Maury
and Knox cemeteries and the single Jones
grave on Bear Creek.  Further details will
be in the next newsletter.  Mark your
calendars.  Steve Lent will put together a
guide book and other historic sites along
the route will be visited.

Casey Dutchuk

2015 Crook County Pioneer Queen
Cassandra “Casey” Handford Dutchuk

Casey Dutchuk was chosen as the 2015
Crook County Pioneer Queen in August
2015..   Her grandparents were Charles and
Amanda Combs Elkins.  Both the Elkins and
Combs families were among the earliest
settlers in Crook County.  Casey was born in
Caldwell, Idaho on July 6, 1935.  She
married Jim Dutchuk in 1967.  They
operated the Bank Drug in Prineville for
several years.  Casey and Jim have two
children Rebecca Anne and David.  Both
Casey and Jim have been active in the
Prineville community.  Her reign will
continue until the crowning of a new queen
in August 2016.
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New Books at the Museum
Members Receive 10% Discount

Motoring West: Automobile Pioneers 1900-1909
Edited by Peter J. Blodgett
$34.95 Hardbound   360 Pages

This volume includes accounts
of automotive travel in the
western United States in the
infancy of the motorized vehicle
tourism. It is an interesting look
at the journeying experience of
over a century ago.  The west
beckoned travelers and early
motorists often faced travel
obstacles and hardships on often
primitive roads.  It is a nostalgic
look at the romantic beginnings
of American fascination with
the road trip.

Remote Wonders: an Explorer’s Guide to Southeast Oregon
by Melvin R. Adams
$19.95 Paper   168 Pages

This book was designed for a
road trip in southeastern Oregon.  
It includes places of interest in
the first section and addresses
the natural history of the area in
the second section.  It includes
essays, many photos and a pull-
out map keyed to selected sites. 
The author intends to entice
readers to visit this remote
region of Oregon.  If you have
wanted to know more about
places to visit and the landscape
of southeastern Oregon this is an
introductory guide.

Poverty Wasn’t Painful
by Elaine Dahl Rohse
$20.95 Paper   226 Pages

This book is a nostalgic look back
to the era of the Great Depression
and how it affected eastern Oregon
ranch life.  It is the tale of the Dahl
family who traveled from the plains
of Kansas to eastern Oregon during
the depression years.  They ended
up in Grant County near Monument
and operated a cattle ranch.  It tells
the story of growing up during the
economic downturn and how the
family prevailed through poverty
without realizing that they were
poor.  This is the newsletter editor’s
pick of the quarter.

100 Classic Hikes in Oregon
by Douglas Lorain
$21.95 Paper   256 Pages

This lavishly illustrated trail guide
will make you want to lace up your
hiking boots and set out on a trail
of discovery.  The trails identified
have been determined to be classic
trails in Oregon.  There are detailed
descriptions of 100 of Oregon’s
finest hikes.  Each trail is described
with a topographic map and color
photos of sites along the trail.  The
book was a winner of the National
Outdoor Book award for best
writing.    Highly recommended.

Images of Our Time: A History & Pictures of a Pioneer Family

by Toni Gilbert
$24.95 Paper   195 Pages

This book is a pictorial and written
record of life in rural Oregon
during the late 1800s and early
1900s.  It is the tale of the Wilson-
Curtis family and contains many
photos taken by pioneer
photographer Lilly Wilson Curtis. 
Lilly Wilson came to Central
Oregon to homestead.. She was a
trained photographer and set up a
photography shop in Prineville. 
She took many photos of
homesteading in the Bear Creek
Butte area.  She later married a
fellow homesteader Ellsworth Curtis.  They eventually moved to the
Willamette Valley.
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THE STORY OF EDUCATION IN PRINEVILLE AND CROOK COUNTY

Crook County was created out of the southern portion of
Wasco County in the fall of 1882.  The bill was introduced by
Honorable B.F. Nichols, than a representative of Wasco County. 
Prineville was made the county seat.

The new county of Crook contained approximately 8,600
square miles and a population of about 2,500.

The first schoolhouse of Central Oregon was erected about
ten miles east of Prineville.  The early settlers coming in to settle a
new frontier recognized the need of education for their children.  The
log schoolhouse was constructed in the spring of 1868 at the
approximate location of the confluence of Mill Creek and Ochoco
Creek by Even Johnson, George H. Judy, D. Wayne Claypool,
Williams S. Clark, J.W. Davis and a Mr. Marks.  The pupils enrolled
were from the age of four to twenty, some coming to learn and some
came to see the "teacher".  A frame schoolhouse, built in 1875,
replaced the drafty log cabin school, and the log schoolhouse
remained standing until the 1920s, but no one seems to remember
exactly what happened to it.  A third Mill Creek schoolhouse was
built and used until the 1940s.  It was remodeled into a dwelling and
burned in 1979.

Schoolhouses were erected over all of old Crook County by
settlers who could petition for a district school by listing a certain
number of children who would be attending.  Early rural school
terms were usually for three months, possibly early spring, mid-
summer or late fall of each year.  The children often helped out at
home during the planting and harvesting seasons.  Classes were not
held at some school districts during the winter.  The children simply
did not have adequate clothing for the bitter cold and often only the
largest pupils were able to walk the long distances to attend school. 
As times grew better, the children rode horseback and it became a
common sight to see a barn built along side the school building and
the school terms were six months as the county was able to pay a
teacher.  More teachers were being trained for these jobs.  The early
Superintendents traveled over the county as far as Mitchell and
beyond, to the south-west to Buck Creek and Fife, to Suplee and the
Paulina area, to visit rural schools and offer aid to the schoolteachers
if any problems might arise.  The superintendent often stayed
overnight with parents of the school children, their means of travel
being horseback or with a horse and buggy, over muddy trails and
faint traces of roads.  At one time there were about 100 school
districts, but as other counties were formed from Crook (Wheeler in
1899, Jefferson in 1914 and Deschutes in 1916) the distance
lessened for the superintendent and the automobile became a
common sight.

The earliest school recorded in Prineville is credited to
M.D. Powell, who came to the area with his parents about 1870.  He
was interested in the welfare of the community and soon had a
school organized for the children.  This was held in  a log cabin and
was taught by Andrew Allen and later SR Slayton.  The log building
was replaced with a two-room schoolhouse built on the bank of
Crooked River.  After this building burned, plans were made to
construct the large, two-story frame building in 1887.  In March,
1882, the town paper reported:

A meeting was called to discuss the question of levying a tax to build
a larger schoolhouse.  It was not ordered built, because nearly every
opulent mossback opposed the taxation.  Men who were growing

rapidly rich in Prineville at that time didn't expect to remain there
long---hence cared nothing for education.

The school building on the bank of the river was an
unpainted, two-room house and also served as a meeting place for
Sunday School and Church, until the Union Church was built on 3rd
and Beaver Street.  The little schoolhouse burned one March
morning and a temporary school room was established on the corner
of 2nd and Beaver Street.  School was held here until the new four-
room frame building was completed in 1887 on the site which is now
Pioneer Park.  Pupils could start to the frame school at the 3rd grade
level.  The younger children went to school in the old wooden First
National Bank Building (which had been moved to E. 2nd and
Beaver) and the 2nd grade children used the first Odd Fellows Hall.

It was a common practice of some of the families that lived
many miles from town to move into Prineville and send the children
to school.  Some of the early residences were constructed for this
purpose.

The 1887 frame school building was sold, moved and made
into an apartment building about 1911.  A new brick grade school
was built and used until 1938 when the Crooked River Grade School
was built at 1st and Fairview.  This grade school building burned in
1939 and was rebuilt at the same location.  The Ochoco Grade
School, west of town was built in 1947, to alleviate the crowded
conditions of the Crooked River Grade School.  They gymnasium on
Fairview Street was built in 1932, but is not used for this purpose
now.

In 1904, Prineville boasted a high school, the only others
being in The Dalles and Eugene.  Pupils from all the outlying towns
came to further their education, either paying or working for "room
and board".  The old courthouse, built in 1885, was moved up next
to the high school and used as an annex.  The high school was razed
in 1937, to make room for the new high school.  This high school is
now called the Crooked River Elementary School.  The present high
school was built in 1950 with a Junior High located near-by.

One of the oldest rural school buildings still standing is
located on Combs Flat Road, southeast of Prineville.  Records show
this District #21 was formed in 1887, with twenty-one children.  At
this time it was called Nelson's Mill and later "Gray" school district,
then the name was listed as "Combs Flat".

On a windy day in the 1890s, Roy Gray was one of the
pupils attending the Combs Flat school.  The wind gathered force as
it ripped across the open flat.  The small school-house began to rock
and fall back---Charlie Lewis, the teacher, rushed the children for the
door, but little Roy crawled under his desk, while the rest all ran for
a ditch.  The teacher never missed him until it was too late.  After the
uproar, Roy emerged from the jumble of papers and desks, scared
but unhurt.

Only two rural school districts remain today, Powell Butte
and Paulina.  All other rural schools were consolidated and the
children are bussed into Prineville.

In November 1993, Crook County voters passed a
$20,000,000 tax levy which will be used to build a new High School
east of the County Fairgrounds; to change the present High School
to a Middle School; to convert the Middle School to a grade school
and to remodel and update existing primary and elementary schools.
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A Sheepherders Hot Tub

Welcome New Members
Dave Nielsen & Karen Trachsel
Maxine Looney 
Lee Daly
Colin Taylor
Gene & Linda Hickman
Kerry Moustakas & Tom Hrzek
Karen L Berg

Paul Claeyssens
Steven Tennant
Jim Hodson
Brent & JoAnn Bunch
Rebecca & Dan Swearingen
Kimberly Griffin and Family
Jim Landles

1911 Post Card
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1st Lt. Connnie Koch

Alice Day Pratt
‘Old  Maid of Friars Butte’

Bowman Exhibit Celebrates:

Women’s History Month

March is Women’s History Month, the museum will celebrate with an exhibit
highlighting a few of Crook County’s historically prominent women.  Did

you know that it was a Crook County High School graduate, Sharon Sites Adams, that
was the first woman to sail solo from continental United States to Hawaii, and from
Japan across the Pacific Ocean to San Diego?  Come learn about the single woman
homesteader known as the Old Maid of Friar Butte. She made the experience memorable
by publishing a book about it- A Homesteader’s Portfolio.

Women's History Month traces its beginnings back to the first International
Women's Day in 1911. In 1980 Congress and President Jimmy Carter expanded the day
to a full week- National Women's History Week. The proclamation stated, "From the
first settlers who came to our shores, from the first American Indian families who
befriended them, men and women have
worked together to build this nation. Too
often the women were unsung and sometimes
their contributions went unnoticed. But the
achievements, leadership, courage, strength

and love of the women who built America was as vital as that of the men
whose names we know so well.” It was again expanded in 1987 to a full
month- March is Women’s History Month.  

We realize we are only highlighting a few of Crook County’s
historic women of note. Therefore we are supplying additional
exhibit space for people to submit information (copy of photo and
brief write-up) on women they would like to honor for the month of
March. 
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