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Quarterly meeting
Sunday June 5, 2016

Crook County History Center 1:00 P.M.

The Spring quarterly meeting for the Crook County Historical Society will be held at the Crook County History
Center on Sunday June 5, 2016.  The meeting will begin with a potluck dinner at 1:00 P.M.  Please bring your own
place setting.  All members and the general public are welcome to attend.  Members please bring a guest.

FEATURED PROGRAM
Kam Wah Chung State Heritage Site: 

Archaeological Evidence of John Day’s Historic Chinatown

Presented by Nancy Nelson  
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department Archaeologist

Located in John Day, the historic Chinese
medicinal herb store Kam Wah Chung &
Company was operated by Dr. Ing Hay and Lung
On from the 1870s to the 1940s. Today, Kam
Wah Chung & Company is a museum
highlighting and preserving Chinese history and
culture in Oregon. Recent archaeological
investigations at Kam Wah Chung revealing
evidence of John Day’s Chinatown will be
highlighted, providing a better understanding of
this vital part of Oregon history.

Nelson has been the archaeologist for
Oregon State Parks and Recreation Department
since 2006. She received her education from
Oregon State University and the University of
Oregon in Anthropology.

This program is sponsored by Oregon
Historical Society and is part of the Oregon
Historical Society’s Chinese Oregon Speaker
Series.
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President’s Corner
May is here and with it another amazing lecture series.  I hope everyone will get

to enjoy all or part of this series.  
Some of the board members and volunteers recently enjoyed a trip to the Oregon

Historical Society Museum.  The staff was very gracious and willing to share their
knowledge and the exhibits were thought provoking and extremely well done.

The Board and staff have also been working on improvements to the Ranchers'
Memorial in hopes of an even better presence at the fair in August.

The museum will be open 7 days a week beginning June 1.  Hope to see you there.

Ruthie
Ruthie McKenzie

MEMORIALS SINCE FEB 26, 2016

Ruth McKenzie
by Grace Bannon
     Mary Albert & Dawn Alexander
     Jerry & Eloise Brummer
     Ruthie McKenzie
     Gordon Gillespie
     Shirley McCullough
     Steve Lent & Barbara Fontaine
     Teresa L. Brown-Douglas
     Dorothy M McKenzie
     Erlene Elam
     Louise Snyder
     Jay & Beth Grimes

Margery Brown
by Shirley McCullough
     Helen Schnabele

Pam Campbell
by Rod & Donna Barnes
     Phyllis Short
     Helen Schnabele

Orval McCullough
by Phyllis Short
     Helen Schnabele

Fred A. Powelson
by Frances Juris

Les Adlrich
by Barbara Groff

Jack & Betty Royle
by Pat Tennant
     Jay & Beth Grimes

Dennis Evans
by Todd Curtis
     Jerry & Eloise Brummer
     Rob & Lisa McLean
     Snoden & Pat DeBoard
     Jay & Beth Grimes
     Gary & Dana Millin
     Lynda Smith
     Helen Schnabele

Gene Bernard
by Miriam Bernard

John Gage
by Jay & Beth Grimes

Marylyn Lewis
by Jay & Beth Grimes

Diana Edwards
by Jay & Beth Grimes

Stan Finley
by Jay & Beth Grimes

Elaine Thompson
by Steve Lent & Barbara Fontaine
     Jerry & Eloise Brummer

 Rosemary Kingsley
by Jay & Beth Grimes

Jim Smith
by Jay & Beth Grimes

Keith Snyder
by Jay & Beth Grimes

J.B. Cox
by Jay & Beth Grimes

Phillip Quinn
by Jay & Beth Grimes

Trudi Courtright
by Jay & Beth Grimes

Steven Ford
by Gordon and Marylou Shortreed

Arthur Gilbert Schneider
by Helen Schnabele

Jim McCullough, Jr.
by Helen Schnabele
 
Frances Clark
by Shirley McCullough
     Kenneth M. Bowman
    
Mary Almeda Demaris Wilson
by Louise Condron
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Roberts Cemetery

Summer Historical Tour
Cemetery Tour of Southern Crook County

Saturday June 11, 2016
Call Museum at 541-447-3715 to Make Reservations

The summer tour of the Crook County Historical
Society will be visiting historic cemeteries in the southern
portion of Crook County.  Sites that will be visited are Roberts
Cemetery, Jones Grave on Bear Creek, Elam and Arthur
Houston Graves on Ferguson Creek, Barnes Cemetery, Maury
Cemetery and Knox Cemetery. Other points of interest will also
be along the route.

It will be a long day and travel will be about 100 miles. 
We will leave Prineville at 8:30 a.m.  We will meet at the
community room of the Crook County History Center for a
briefing and a tour guide book developed by museum historian
Steve Lent will be available for purchase. 

The tour will be limited to fifteen vehicles.  The
museum will provide a mini-bus courtesy of Stanhancyk, Kent
and Hook.  There is seating for nine passengers in the mini-bus
and a reservation will be required on a first-come-first-serve basis.  Since there is a limitation on vehicles we would
like to fill vehicles as much as possible with those wanting to take the tour.  Please call the museum 541-447-3715
to make your reservations for the tour and state if you have room for more passengers.

As usual bring you own lunch and be  fore-warned that there are no rest room facilities along the route. 
Be prepared to face the wilderness for nature calls.

1909 Ad

Welcome New Members

Barbara George
Frank & Carol Achille
Robert Reinmiller
Jacquelyn & Patrick Bolen
Susan & Bill Johnson
Bill & Denyse Pettit
Ken Hieter
Carol Howard
Patricia Thissell

Tom & Jean Decker
Dick & Mary Cosgriffe
Beatrice Coffer
Cindy Desrosiers
Ashley Dice & Family
Gayle Graven
ZuAnne Neal
Jim & Judy Thompson
Thomas & Marlise Jay
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Can you identify anyone at the Crooked River Irrigation
dedication in 1961?

Upper end of Ochoco Reservoir when first filled 1920

New Museum Exhibit June 3rd  through July 6th  

Ochoco Irrigation District-Celebrating 100 Years

Ochoco Irrigation District was organized in 1916 and is
celebrating 100 years of operation this year.    Plans were made to irrigate
the Ochoco Valley as early as 1905 but because of difficulty in obtaining
financing the project did not materialize.  After World War I authorization
was granted as a part of the Veteran’s Farm Settlement Program to
construct Ochoco dam on Ochoco creek.  Ochoco Irrigation district was
organized by local farmers.  Ochoco Dam and the water distribution canal
were constructed from 1918 to 1921. 

LaSelle Coles was the District manager in the 1950s and with the
help of local farmers and area legislators began promoting construction of
the Crooked River Project.  Through their efforts construction on the dam
on Crooked River was completed in 1961.  The operation of Prineville
reservoir water storage and Bowman dam was turned over to the Ochoco
Irrigation District in 1962.  The Ochoco Irrigation District and farmers
utilizing the water has led to a highly productive farming system in the
Ochoco Valley.  Farmers pay for water delivery and maintenance of the
system and management and maintenance is part of the mission of the District.

The exhibit will include many photos, artifacts and a ‘selfie’ opportunity on an old John Deere Model D tractor on loan from Rob
Katzenberger.

Collections Corner
Sarah Baylinson

I’ve been here a little over a year now and have successfully surpassed the “new” employee mark. 
I've lived many different places, most recently all around Seattle’s neighborhoods, always overlooking the Puget Sound in some way for
the past seven years. Before moving to Seattle I spent four years alongside the immense Lake Michigan in Chicago while going to school.
Some students would marvel at the lake saying, “It’s bigger than the country I came from!” Reaching even further back I can remember
summers in high school spent swimming in the fresh, cool Yakima River in Ellensburg Washington.  I came to Central Oregon in pursuit
of my career as a Collections Manager here at the Bowman Museum, leaving behind Seattle's lush evergreens, ferry boats, wide expanses
of water, and the magic of constant heavy mist and wondering how the geography of my new home would win me over. 

The thread that ties all the places I’ve lived together is the water I’ve lived by, giving me a feeling of escape and adventure. For
a brief period twenty years ago my family and I lived landlocked in the South, flanked claustrophobically by corn fields. When I arrived
in Central Oregon, that claustrophobic, landlocked feeling re-emerged. The air is so dry; my skin was always cracked and the desert reached
endlessly as far as the eye can see.

I had a lot of spare time right after the move, so I drove around a lot to understand the lay of the land and explore my new home.
I was surprised and delighted the first time I discovered the Bowman and Ochoco reservoirs a year ago. These large expanses of water made
me feel like a piece of home had come with me.

The Crooked River and Ochoco Creek cut through
our county like a twisting blue thread seeping a rich green into
our fields and miraculously providing for bountiful agriculture
in the middle of the desert. 
The reservoirs span well beyond what the awestruck observer
can see, reminding me of those days in Chicago standing at the
edge of a lake so big a country could fit in it; It makes me feel
less landlocked and a lot more appreciative of the work 
generations before us have done to make Central Oregon what
it is today. Standing at the edge of the reservoirs brought back
my sense of adventure and reminded me that coming to
Prineville is my own pioneering story, one that we all have
regardless of where we are now.

Back in green, constantly damp Seattle the most
common comment I get is, "It must be really brown there
huh?" "No" I reply, "It's pretty beautiful." 
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New Books at the Museum

Members Receive 10% Discount

The American Cowboy: The Myth and the Reality
by Joe B. Frantz & Julian Choate Jr.
$19.95 Paper  232 Pages

The cowboy is probably
the most popular folk hero. 
The authors reveal the real,
dyed-in-the-wool cowboy
as a heroic being from the
American past, who richly
deserves to be understood
in terms of reality, instead
of myth.  The American
cowboy is revealed in
frontier history and in
l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  i s
reexamined, revitalized
and set in the proper
perspective.  

Legendary Locals of Bend
by Les Joslin
$21.99 Paper  128 Pages

Local Bend Author Les Joslin
has compiled a selective mix of
fascinating local legends
through the years that have
helped define the Bend
community.    The persons
outlined range from early
explorers, businessmen, sports
stars and academics.  Joslin has
stated it was a difficult task to
narrow his selections to a
manageable format.  It is an
interesting look at the people
that have forged the Bend
image.  Highly recommended.

Dreams of the West: A History of the Chinese in Oregon
1850-1950
By Contributed Authors
$19.95 Paper  109 Pages

Many different nationalities came
from all over the world were
pioneers of the American West. 
Lesser known are the immigrants
who, by the 1850s began sailing
east from Southern China.  They
arrived in the American West port
towns of California, Oregon and
Washington.  These Chinese
fleeing the hardships at home,
sought the same prosperity of all
immigrants to America.  Many
faced extreme racism, legal
discrimination and exploitation.
This book presents stories of the brave women and men who made
America their home.

Oregon Sports Stories
by Bob Robinson
$19.99 Paper   144 Pages

Oregon has had its share of pay makers,
dramatic finishes and legendary coaches. 
Oregon sportswriter Bob Robinson
relates highlights from six decades of
coverage throughout the state.  Included
are the NBA champion Portland Trail
Blazers, OSU’s Orange Express coached
by Ralph Miller.  Some of Oregon’s
greatest sports moments and game-
changing personalities are brought to
life.

John Frank Stevens: American Trailblazer
by Odin Baugh
$32.50 Cloth   251 Pages

This is the story of John Frank Stevens
who was one of America’s greatest civil
engineers.    He became widely know for
discovering Marias Pass across the
Rocky Mountains in Montana that
allowed the Great Northern railroad to
cross the country.  He also was the lead
engineer on the construction of the
Panama Canal.  Locally he worked
incognito for the Great Northern
Railroad to acquire right-of-way for the
Oregon Trunk Railroad into Central
Oregon. He also was instrumental in
railroad construction in Canada and
Russia.
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Charles Sheldon Congleton

Reminiscence of Charles Congleton
Written December 8, 1960

I was born, one of 12 children, on a farm at Slade,
Kentucky on October 26,1884, and lived on this farm until
1904 when I set out to go west, having in mind to join my
brother near Greenland, Colorado where he was telegraph
operator for the railroad. However, after stopping off near
Denver and working on a dairy farm from June until
December 20, 1904, I decided, instead, to join a cousin, Billy
Congleton, who as a rancher in the Paulina valley on upper
Crooked River.

I took a train to Shaniko, Oregon and from there took
the old horse stage to Prineville, arriving there on December
24. No mail was carried on Christmas Day so it was necessary
to lay over in Prineville until the 26th before I could catch the
mail stage to Paulina.  The period from December 1904 to the
spring of 1907 was spent doing general work on the Billy
Congleton ranch in Paulina Valley and the Laughlin (The old
Triangle) ranch. 

In April  1907, three or four of the Paulina Valley
ranchers signed a petition certifying as to my general
reliability and qualifications for forest ranger and
recommending me for this job in the Paulina area.  
Accordingly, armed with this petition, I made application to
A. S. Ireland, Forest Supervisor of the Blue Mountain West
Forest Reserve with headquarters in Prineville, Oregon. On
April 15, 1907 I was hired as a Forest Guard. There were no
specific headquarters, but Paulina was my mailing address. 

During 1907 the work consisted mostly in searching
out section corners, running out and marking forest boundary,
counting sheep and working out allotment boundaries between
sheep permitees. At a meeting held the previous winter, there
had been allotments made to permitees and the boundaries
shown on a map, but no one knew where these were on the
ground. Frequently, when the map boundaries were located on
the ground they were found impractical and adjustments had
to be made. This was further complicated by
misunderstanding by the permitees on where the lines were
and the fact that there were more sheep permitted than the area
could accommodate. Regarding numbers, C. H. Adams of the
Washington Office while inspecting the upper drainage of
Mill Creek and Marks Creek in 1907 said "This is the heaviest
stocked piece of National Forest range in the United States". 
These areas had a 1200 head band of sheep on about every
four sections. There were no inside fences and cattle and
horses permitted at this time often ranged over adjoining
sheep range as well as on the areas on which they were
permitted. 

In August, 1907 I was promoted to Assistant Forest
Ranger and in January, 1908 to Deputy Forest Ranger. A trail
had been planned in 1907 to start at the Forest boundary on 
McKay Creek, to follow the summit and end at the Rock Pile

Ranch on the South Fork of the John Day River. This trail had
been started in the fall of 1907.  An allotment  of money was 
received in 1908 for it and I was put in charge of its
construction. This occupied most of my time during the field
season and the trail was still only as far as Bear Meadow.
However, I did spend most of the month of August fighting
the Paulina Mountain fire which was the  largest fire to have
occurred up to this time in the Blue Mountain West Forest
Reserve. It burned about 8,000 acres and cost more than
$8,000. 

In the spring of 1909, I continued construction of the
ridge trail and completed it to its destination at the Rock Pile
Ranch in August and had just moved camp to Little Summit
Prairie in preparation for beginning the construction of a trail
from there to Squaw Meadow when word came that I was
being sent to the Colville Forest to help examine 300 June 11
claims. 

I reported to the Colville in September and examined
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Rager Ranger Station ca. 1927

June 11 claims until the weather made it impractical to
continue, then returned to Paulina at Christmas time where
most of the winter was spent making feed lot counts on
permitees's cattle. We only counted the grown stuff, and in
those days, it was not uncommon for calves to be left
unweaned until after the count was made so they would still
go as calves. 

In February and March of 1910 was the time that
W.A. Donnelly, W.J. Nichols, Jim Gilchrist, Grover Blake and
I killed all the bugs in Badger Creek as was reported by
Grover in his article appearing in the May 1957 issue of
''Timberlines''. 

In April 1910,  I returned to the Colville and
continued examination of June 11 claims unti1 June when I
was sent to examine June 11 claims on the Wenatchee. Most
of those claims on the Wenatchee were in unsurveyed country
and many of them were located in big timber in the White
River Valley after the June 11 law had been passed. Some of
these made for interesting decisions. C. J. Buck came in July
and gave me help on some of these. I returned to Paulina on
August 1. 

Glee Laughlin of Paulina and I were married on
August  24 , 1910. Our oldest boy, Ross, was born July 6,
1911.  Ila was born March 25, 1914 and Lowell was born
April 16, 1917. Lowell is still on the ranch, Ila is married and
lives in Astoria and Ross owns a radiator shop in Prineville. 

Beaver Creek cattle often drifted into Potter
Meadows, Squaw Meadows, and even into the head of Rock
Creek. This tendency was probably greater following the
formation of the Forest Reserve which ended the Range Wars
than had been the case while the wars were going on. During
1909 and 1910, pressures were being increased to persuade
the stockmen to keep their livestock within the areas on which
they were permitted. The result of this was the construction of
a drift fence from Wolf Mountain easterly across upper Wolf
Creek basin to the ridge south of little Summit Prairie and
thence westerly on the same location that the fence exists
today. Except for the head of Wolf Creek basin, this fence
followed the deadline that had been established during the
Sheep and Cattle wars. The old deadline included about four
sections in upper Wolf Creek basin on the cow side that were
cut off by this fence. (There was a period just prior to the
building of this fence when agreement was had between the
sheepmen and cowmen and the Forest Service that these four
sections in the head of Wolf Creek basin would be used by
both sheep and cattle in trade for the same kind of
arrangement on Squaw Meadows. These areas were known as
''Neutral" range.) Incidentally, years later the fence was
changed to include the four sections on the cow side, so now
it essentially follows the old deadline. The big old saddle
blanket blazes originally used to mark the deadline can still be
found in places along this fence line. 

An appropriation was received in 1909 for a barn,
house and office at Rager. The story goes that Supervisor

Ireland located the place he wanted the house built and set a
stake there. Later he contracted with two freighters to deliver
the lumber from the sawmill on Maury Mountain to the Rager
site. He explained to them roughly the location above the Fred
Powell place, but no one was there to show them the actual
spot. When they arrived with the lumber and couldn't find the
stake, they unloaded at the nearest spot generally answering to
the description they had. The next spring Ireland hired a
carpenter and sent him out with instructions to build the house
where the lumber was, believing it was where he had set the
stake. It developed that the lumber had been unloaded some
distance south of the staked location and, therefore, the house
was built there.  Although there was much talk about moving
it, the house remained there until in the 193O's when the CCC
organization moved the house and office to the present site.

In January 1914, I bought 160 acres on Beaver Creek. 
This started out to be a place for the family to stay in reach of
school and a place to keep a milk cow and my horses. In those
days school buses didn't come to pick up the kids and take
them to school. Later, I took up a 160 acre homestead joining
the purchased 160. When the Desert Homestead Act was
passed, I took an additional 320 acres joining the first and
took the other 160 on Dipping Vat Creek. This was added to
by a timber and stone claim by my wife in Dipping Vat and
later by purchase of vacant Public Domain under the Isolated
Tract Act and still later by purchase of Road Grant lands
around both the home ranch and in Dipping Vat. 

By the middle twenties it was evident that the interest
in ranching was going to replace my interest in Forest Service
work.  I resigned from the Forest Service on Junc 15, 1927,
having  served my entire time on the Paulina Ranger District.
I have been with the ranch ever since. 

Editor’s Note:  
Charles remained active for most of his life.  He managed the
family ranch until 1948 when his son Lowell and wife
Florence took over of the ranch.  Charles died on Sept. 26,
1971.  The Congleton Ranch was sold in 1979.
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